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Dear Colleagues,

I am writing to you today with mixed emotions, as Rachel Croson
recently announced her decision to step down at the end of the academic
year as Executive Vice President and Provost after five years of
tremendous service to the University of Minnesota.

As chief academic officer, Rachel has exemplified steady leadership and
unwavering perseverance throughout her tenure, not only navigating the
University through very challenging times, but accelerating the U of M to
new heights.

Rachel joined the University during a very difficult period in March 2020,
as colleges across the country were closing campuses and figuring out
how to transition to virtual learning. She played a vital role in developing
and implementing new policies and procedures so that our University
could safely and effectively navigate the uncertainty of the pandemic and
eventually resume on-campus operations.

She drove the implementation of the successful MPact 2025 strategic
plan, which elevated the University’s powerful mission of education,
research and outreach. Rachel also has a unique ability to identify strong
leaders, which is reflected in the excellent and diverse 13 academic
deans and six vice provosts she has hired during her tenure.

Rachel not only provided steadfast leadership here in Minnesota. For the
past two years, she has chaired the Big 10 Academic Alliance Board of
Directors and the Association of American Universities (AAU) Chief
Academic Officers Steering Committee, where she provided critical
leadership across the country during a complicated time as higher
education recovered from the pandemic and struggled with political
polarization.

I am eternally grateful to Rachel for her guidance, her support and her
collegiality, all of which have benefited me immensely during the early
parts of my presidency. I am confident Rachel will continue to thrive as a
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national leader in higher education, and I look forward to whatever great
opportunity comes next for her.

Please join me in congratulating Rachel for her extraordinary leadership
and service to the University.

As we continue to move forward as a University system, I will begin work
immediately to form a search committee and enlist a search firm to help
recruit a broad, diverse candidate pool. Our goal is to identify a new
Executive Vice President and Provost by this summer.

In the coming weeks, I will provide an update on this critical search and
how you can provide input as we move forward.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Cunningham
President
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